Organisations Providing Volunteering opportunities in Russia

Love Russia – www.loverussia.org
Love Russia is a Christian Charity working in a number of regions in the former Soviet Union to provide funding, equipment and building support for many projects and sections of the community. See their website for further details.  The main volunteering opportunities are the summer camps they run in July and August, mainly working with children in the care system providing activities and games for a week or two during the summer.

World4U – www.world4u.ru/english
This website gives a good introduction to the volunteering movement in Russia and it’s history as well as links to International work camps.  Some of the site is in Russian so a personalised email may be the best way to contact them and gain further information in order to get details of volunteering opportunities.

Children’s Hope Chest – www.hopechest.org
Children’s Hope Chest is a US based Christian Charity providing support, funding and summer camps to children living in orphanages in 4 regions in Russia.  From their website it appears they mainly support US volunteers, however an email asking for further information and/or links to UK based charities may be advisable.
Action for Russia’s Children – www.actionarc.com 

Action for Russia’s Children was set-up in the 1990’s by a group of expatriates living in Moscow to raise funds to support Russian NGO’s working with disabled children and their families.  The website gives full information of how their work has developed and explains that as well as fundraising and supporting a number of Russian NGO’s and centres providing support, therapy and care for children and their families they also provide volunteering opportunities for expatriates based in Moscow. There are few details on the website of these opportunities and so an email to them is the best course of action.

Centre for Curative Pedagogics – www.ccp.org.ru
The Centre for Curative Pedagogics was set up by parents and professionals in 1989 to provide help for children with special needs and their families. The centre aims to provide support and assistance for people with special needs to access education, rehabilitation and thus gain independence.   The services they provide include diagnostics, treatment and therapy, early intervention, as well as support to find a job and integrate into society.  They appear to offer a variety of international volunteering opportunities including helping at the integrative summer camp run by the centre, as well as involvement in other aspects of their work.  There is a video on the website regarding volunteering with the centre, as well as a list of potential volunteering opportunities and the contact details of the volunteer coordinator.

Diema’s dream - www.ddfund.ru (under construction at time of writing)

Diema’s Dream was set up in 1998 by an American lady living in Moscow.  They are a Russian registered NGO providing financial, medical and educational support for children with special needs in Russia.  They also work to support change in society and legislation with a view to ensure there are the social, medical and educational programmes available to allow parents to raise their children at home rather than them living in institutions.

They have a number of projects including Charity House, an orphanage in Moscow providing care, treatment and therapy for children with special needs. Charity House is a Russian NGO and is considered by the government to be a model for orphanage reform. Diema’s Dream also run a Family Centre, providing education, therapy and support for children with special needs living with their families at home, as well as projects providing support to other institutions caring for disabled children.

Due to the website being under construction at the time of writing this it is advised that you visit the website and contact Diema’s Dream directly regarding possible volunteering opportunities. 

Russian Orphan Opportunity Fund (ROOF) - www.roofnet.org/pages/about_home.php5
ROOF was founded in 1997 with the aim of providing high-quality educational opportunities for children and young adults living in Russian orphanages.  ROOF provide programmes in a number of orphanages as well as running a post-orphanage education centre in Porkhov and summer camps.  Please see their website for further details.

Rostok - www.deti-rostok.org/pilot_project_main_page_eng.htm
Rostok, in partnership with the German charity "Salem International" and the local Pskov charity "Pskov regional department of the Russian Children’s Fund" launched a programme designed to transfer the care of disabled children living in Belskoye Ustye orphanage to being raised in foster-families. The project started in April 2007 and was due to finish in April 2009.  Please  see their website for further information on this project.  Rostok run a volunteer programme, which appears to offer many opportunities for both professional and non-professional volunteers including students.  Please use the website to find further details and to contact them directly.

Hope For Children - www.hope-for-children.org/getinvolved.php 

Hope for Children (HOPE) was registered in 1994 and aims to improve the quality of life for children.  Their objective is to help disabled, orphaned, poor and exploited children in developing countries, providing community support, education and healthcare.  They run international volunteer programmes in a number of countries each summer.  Please see their website for further information and how to get involved. 

The information above was correct at time of writing.  In order to keep up to date and accurate for potential volunteers we would be very interested to receive new or updated information from you.  Please email jo.pritchard@thepromise.org.uk
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