What funds raised at the Winter Bazaar can mean for beneficiaries:
Description of “Obeschanie”

 “Obeschanie” (Promise) is an NGO that helps disabled children in Russia, providing individually tailored therapies and courses for children to develop their skills in areas such as motor skills, communication, socialization, cognition and self-help. The Portage training model is at the centre of this work. It is an Early Education Programme that follows a set of principles that support children’s development. Any child, whose development is delayed, even significantly, can benefit from Portage. This social model is used by people that have regular contact with a child during the first years of his or her life: by educators, institutions and parents in families.
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In May 2011 the Charities Board of the International Women’s Club Moscow decided to support “Obeschanie” with a one-off donation to make it possible to organize a Portage workshop in the Ryazan area. One of the objectives of the workshop was to start a structured process to “train the trainer” in the area. By donating funds for this workshop IWC would not only help to train the people involved during this workshop but would help to create a platform for future training as well.

For the first time the annual Portage training was run entirely in Russian by Russian trainers. It was a huge success with students attending from Ryazan State University, Yelatma Orphanage, as well as people working in children’s centres in nearby Shilova and as far afield as Moscow.  The 3 day course was overseen by Portage Consultant Mollie White.

What made the workshop more efficient

· Support from IWC made it possible to provide the participants with water, coffee and tea, as well as snacks. This was important as the workshop was very intensive and lasted until the evening.

· The donated funds also allowed for the preparation, printing and photocopying of a package of materials for each participant and trainer. A fully equipped room with video projector and notebook was made available at the University’s Centre of Practical Psychology, enabling the holding of an effective and professionally run workshop. 

· Several participants from other cities were able to stay 2 nights in one of Ryazan’s hotels.

This all resulted in one of the most successful workshops held in Ryazan for workers and students during the last 6 years.

The participants were extremely grateful to the organizers and funders of the workshop. IWC received a HUGE THANK YOU from all the workshop participants and Obeschanie organization for being given the opportunity to organize the Portage training workshop!

Representatives of “Obeschanie” provided an excellent report, which is required as part of the donation process applied by the IWC Charities Group. An account of the workshop has been posted on the “Obeschanie” website as well.  IWC Charities appreciated the report written by the following people very much:
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Mollie White 

Portage Consultant to The Promise

Armenui Gevuiran

Executive Director of ANO “Obeschanie” 

Ryazan, Russia

